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Rev. Daniel J. Commerford

“The Wonders of Worship”

A few weeks ago, one of Bethany’s children reached that pivotal age
where he began to come to our morning worship service instead of staying
in the nursery. | asked him that week if he was excited to come to “big
church,” to which he replied with an enthusiastic “yes.” That morning, he
made his family move from their regular seat to the very front pew, and for
the entire service he got a front-row experience of our weekly worship ser-
vice. | watched with joy as he sang along to all the hymns and prayed all
our prayers, even though he didn’t know all the words. Throughout the ser-
vice, he would ask his dad why we were doing this or praying that, what all
that bread and grape juice was doing on the table, and whether or not he
could stand on the pew in order to see everything better. He even an-
swered a few questions during the children’s sermon! | could not have
been prouder of this boy as | watched him experience worshiping God in a
whole new way.

Every time we gather on Sunday morning, we enter into a special place
and special time. The purpose of our Call to Worship is to signify this
change as we put aside everything that is happening in our lives and in our
world in order to have a special experience with God, both as individuals
and as a community. Every element of the worship service; the prayers,
the liturgy, the hymns, the scripture readings, and the sermon are all
meant to provide an opportunity to meet the Living God who became
known to us through Jesus Christ. For that reason, Sunday worship can be
an opportunity for us to be healed, be heard, be led, and be transformed
as all of us journey our faith lives together as a family. What a wonderful
gift God has given us!

Even though Sunday worship provides us this wonderful blessing, it is
up to us to put our bodies, minds, hearts, and souls in a place where we
are prepared to receive such blessings. If we do not watch ourselves, the
words printed in the bulletin can become just that: words on a page that we
recite. But, if we come to Sunday worship with humble hearts that are in
awe of God’s love and seeking God’s glory, God will transform us and lead
us to places we never thought we could go on our own!

Seeing that boy experience the wonders of worship gave me new life,
and even renewed my own outlook on Sunday worship. | think Jesus was
on to something when he said that we all have to become like children to
enter the Kingdom of Heaven. As we continue to journey together as a
faith family, | would like for all of us to reflect on the way we approach Sun-
day morning worship. What would it take for us to get to that place where
we entered worship as that little boy, with wonder, awe, and excitement?
My prayer for all of us is that we find ways to make worship meaningful, so
that God can continue to do great things, both for us and through us.

See you in worship!

RtV
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Session Summary Clerk of Session Sandi Thompson

The regular monthly meeting of the Bethany Session was held on Tuesday, February 16, 2016. The
meeting was opened with prayer by Reverend Commerford at 6:34pm in the church office and a quor-
um was declared present.

Joanne Hooper read from | Thessalonians 5:9-11 and showed a DVD about how encouraging and
supporting each other in both good and difficult times makes us all stronger in our ability to serve our
Lord. Joanne then led us in prayer.

Annie presented and pointed out several items on the January financial report. Elders were able to
clarify some questions. Our expenses were greater than our income for January.

The prayer list was reviewed and Sandi Thompson led us in prayer for all in the congregation.

Rev. Commerford reviewed his activities for November and December with the Session. He also
expressed a desire for the Session to prepare their hearts to be open and to take risks in the future to
try new things that would enrich our worship and members. The Session discussed how to best keep
the congregation informed of the Session’s response to important events in our denomination, in our
community, and in the country.

The Docket and minutes, pending any corrections, were approved. There was no change this
month in the active membership and no correspondence. The Congregational Meeting Minutes of Jan-
uary 10, 2016 were approved.

Ministry Team Highlights
A review of our Operating and Personnel Procedures continues.

The dates for this year’s Vacation Bible School are June 6-10. Kelly Lewis and Shannon Henderson
have agreed to lead VBS again this year.

Lenten offering baggies are available in the narthex and assembly room. This offering will benefit Fam-
ily Promise of New Rock.

Our members and friends are encouraged to participate in the Hunger Walk on March 13. Those inter-
ested may either sign-up to walk or give a donation.

An annual peer audit of Bethany’s financial records is being scheduled.
Plans for Holy Week are shaping up. (A complete listing appears on page 4 of this newsletter.)

The following Buildings and Grounds items have been addressed:

e The recent problem with the heat in the fellowship hall has been repaired.

o A tree was removed from the cemetery that was leaning dangerously.

o Three bids for tiling the nursery have been received and a vendor has been approved by the Ses-
sion. This bid will come within the budget allocated for this project.

e The loose shingles on the church sign will be replaced and the wood on the top repaired.

e A work day will be held on March 19, to beautify the grounds for Easter.

A Crock Pot Cook-off / Family Night Supper will be held on February 21 with bingo after the meal.
The Member Care Ministry Team delivered a meal and baby gifts to Jenni Rudasill.

Update from the Elder Nominating Committee: Schylar Parris was not able to serve on the committee
at this time. The youth receiving the next highest amount of votes to serve was Bryanna Henderson.
She has agreed to serve.

(Conti nu &)y
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The next regular monthly Session meeting will be March 15, 2016 at 6:30 pm. Stuart Clive is scheduled
to have the devotion. The meeting was closed with prayer.

Christian Discipleship Ministry Team Elder Dennis Mills

Springtime is just around the corner and we are already gearing up for another exciting Sunday School
quarter beginning on March 6. In our Young Adults class, we are planning to start a study on “Acts”
while our Adult class is going to begin a new Lifeway study designed around Christ, community, and cul-
ture. As always, please come out and join us on Sunday morning at 9:30am for our Sunday School clas-
ses and fellowship! You will be glad you did.

Our Wednesday Bible Study meets at 2:00pm every week and will be continuing a series called
“Following Jesus Today: Challenges and Opportunities.” The Lord always welcomes and encourages us
to learn more about His word, and these are some great opportunities to do just that.

Hospitality Ministry Team Elder Joanne Hooper

n Sunday, February 21, the Bethany Family got together for our

Crock Pot Cook-Off / Family Night Supper and Bingo Night. Say
that 3 times fast! It was a wonderful night with amazing food and plen-
ty of fellowship and laughter.

Five judges were tasked with picking the best crock pot dish. This
task was so difficult that they awarded two winners, one for a main
dish and one for a dessert. Kelly Lewis took home the award for best
main dish with her Chicken/Broccoli Teriyaki. Jessica Salmon took
home best dessert with her Chocolate Molten Lava Cake. Thank you
to all who participated and judged the cook-off, to everyone who |
brought dishes to share, and everyone who helped setup and —
clean up! P

Look for winning crock pot recipes in upcoming editions of‘
the newsletter or on Facebook.

Upcoming Events:

¢ Don't forget Cafe Connections on the last Sunday of every
month between Sunday School and Worship.

¢ Mark your calendars for the Easter Sunrise Service. |
Please bring a breakfast dish to share after the service.

Mission & Outreach Ministry Team Elder Carolyn Sullivan

e are having an early Easter this year and it's almost here. During Lent we normally collect our

loose change for some worthy cause. This year, we are collecting for Family Promise New Rock
to assist those churches and volunteers along with corporate sponsors to aid families facing homeless-
ness right here in Newton and Rockdale Counties. We have learned that family homelessness amounts
to 40% of the homeless population and that number is growing. Just one event can push a struggling
family into this situation...the loss of a job, an illness, an increase in the monthly rent being charged.
Family Promise keeps families together and attempts to offer them that little amount of time it may take
to get back up on their feet. This is not a hand out, but rather a leg up.

If you haven'’t already picked up one of the zip-lock baggies to begin collecting your loose change
during Lent, please consider doing so. We need your help in making our seeds of hope grow. The bag-
gies will be collected on March 20 (Palm Sunday). Anything you are able and willing to contribute will
make a difference.
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Preparing for and Celebrating Holy Week

Beautification of the Building and Grounds for Easter. Join us on Saturday,
March 19, from 9:00am-12:00pm as we clean-up the church grounds and pre-
pare the building for the celebration of Easter!

March 20, is Palm Sunday! In this service we will remember the day Jesus
rode into Jerusalem on a colt. We will be reminded of how the crowds cheered
His entry as the children will begin the service by processing down the aisle wav-
ing palm branches and singing praises.

We also remind you to bring your Lenten offering for Family Promise on this
Sunday.

On Maundy Thursday, March 24, at 7:00PM we will be celebrating the service
of Holy Communion. A nursery will be provided.

A Good Friday Service will be held March 25, at 11:00AM in the sanctuary.
This will be a special time to worship God, reflect on the death of Jesus Christ,
while looking forward to his resurrection. There will be a covered dish lunch to
follow, so please bring a dish to share!

Bethany’s Annual Easter Egg Hunt will be Saturday, March 26, from 10:00am
- 11:30am. Everyone is asked to provide a bag of individually wrapped candy
small enough to fit in a plastic egg by March 19. You may put your donations in
the collection box in the Fellowship Hall. Also if you have any unopened “Happy
Meal” type toys that would be suitable for the under age 3 group, we would love
for you to donate those as well. Refreshments will be served. If you'd like to
help, speak with Joe or Kelly Lewis.

Easter Sunrise Service - March 27 at 7:00AM. Members of the choir will per-
form “He Is Risen!” by June M. Todd at our Easter Sunrise Service. (Performed
by special arrangement with Christian Publishers.) No doubt, this will be a mov-
ing time as together we watch the sun rise and remember the story of our risen
Savior! We invite you to come and bring your favorite breakfast food to share in
a time of fellowship after the service. The men of the church will cook breakfast
meats and biscuits for everyone.

On Easter Sunday, March 27, we hope you will make plans to attend and bring
your whole family and friends as welll We hope this service will truly help you to
rejoice in the Lord always!

Y
:{;L\
-
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Are you ready? It won’t be long!

Bethany’s annual Vacation Bible School is coming up
soon, June 6-10 from 9am - 12pm, and we need your
help! We hope that you will prayerfully consider volun-
teering your talents. This is always a great time and this
year we will be “Surfing” through the week.

Please be on the lookout in upcoming bulletins for
our volunteer sign-up sheet. It's also never too early to
begin inviting children who might like to attend! All chil-
dren age 4 through the 5" grade are welcome!

If you have any questions please see Kelly Lewis or
Shannon Henderson.

. n Febryary 20, the Kid’s Club got
Ki ds Cl UyethdNi@ 3¥&ama party. Al our

El der J o ¢ fayostgy cagtoon characters were
represented in pajama form. We
started the evening enjoying the weather by playing on the
playground. Due to the large number of participants (15
kids in total) small groups were brought inside to make our
own homemade pizza. With a wide variety of toppings, the
possibilities were endless! After assembling their pizzas it
was back to the playground while they baked.

Once all the pizzas were baked, the food was blessed
and the eating began. To end the feeding frenzy, we cele-
brated Chaz’s birthday with a delectable cake made by Chaz
himself.

Soon the scent of freshly popped popcorn was in the air
and we migrated over to the sanctuary for the viewing of the
Minion’s movie. Nestled in our blankets and pillows, we
munched our popcorn and enjoyed the laughs. A great time
was had by all.

The Kid’s Club will have a regular meeting on March 6
from 2:30— 4:00pm at the church. We hope to have another
' large crowd!

In anticipation of Easter and Holy week, the Kid’s Club will be participating in Palm Sunday
service on March 20, and an Easter egg hunt on Saturday
March 26, at 10:00am. We are still in need of the following:
e Bags of individually wrapped candy small enough to fit

in a plastic egg. Preferably not chocolate since, it melts

in the sun and attracts ants.
e Unopened “Happy Meal” type toys that would be suita-
ble for the under age 3 group.
e Refreshments for the party.
There is a sign-up sheet on the large Easter bulletin board
in the Assembly room.
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5

Boy Scofitg:00pm | Bible Study 2:00pm

Choir Practice 6:30
Rebecca Hall Annie King Layla Mote
6 comMmu 7 8 9 10 11 12
Sunday Sdi@80am Boy Scofitg:00pm | Bible Study 2:00pm
Morning WoiidHipdOam Choir Practice 6:30
Capes ReuniocB:Qyon
Dylan Sears
Natalie Staples |  charlotte Sweete

13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Sunday SclficeB0am | Girl Scouts Session MEg30pm | Bible Study 2:00pm Church Work Day

Morning WorgHif:00ai 6;368:00pm Boy Scofit3:00pm | Choir Practice 6:3 9:00am
Kiddéos €1 ub
2:384:00pm
Paul Lewis

Jordan McCullou Danielle Stevens Kathleen Hoope Nancy Boyce
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Sunday Scliid@30am Boy Scofitg:00pm | NGrun Seekers MAUNDY THURSI GOOD FRIDAY | Easter Egg Hunt 10:0(@im
Morning Worship:00ar Bible Study 2:00pni Communion Servig Service 11:00am

Sherri Rudasill

Choir Practice 6:3

Virginia Bowen

7:00pm

Covered Dish Lun
follow

OKB 6:068:00pm

Kelly Lewis

Sack Lunch Prep/Delivi ty

10:00am

27

Sunrise Sefvie®0am
Easter BreaKfa@0am
Sunday Sdi@80am
Café ConnettiorB0am

Morning WoidHifdOam

28

Girls Scouts
6:368:00pm

Sara Mote
Jillian Smith

29
Boy Scofitg:00pm

30
Bible Study 2:00pm
Choir Practice 7:0

31

Jimmy Robinso
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Monthly Volunteers
March 6 March 13 March20 March 27
Chlldrer_r S Terri Quackenbush Jessica Salmon Joanne Hooper Kelly Lewis
Worship
Acolvtes Ansley Douglas Ansley Douglas Ansley Douglas Ansley Douglas
y Jordan McCullough Jordan McCullough Jordan McCullough Jordan McCullough
Liturgists Jessica Robinson Tommy Pirkle Stuart Clive Suzanne Hooper
Connie Hunt Connie Hunt Connie Hunt Connie Hunt
Billy Hunt Billy Hunt Billy Hunt Billy Hunt
Greeters Rae Cook Rae Cook Rae Cook Rae Cook
Buddy Cook Buddy Cook Buddy Cook Buddy Cook
Sandi Thompson Sandi Thompson Sandi Thompson Sandi Thompson
Ushers Danny Douberley Danny Douberley Danny Douberley Danny Douberley
Rae Cook Rae Cook Rae Cook Rae Cook
Buddy Cook Buddy Cook Buddy Cook Buddy Cook
Open Bldg. Donald Smith Bill Mote Buddy & Rae Cook Men of the Church
Close Bldg. Lisa Parris Jessica Robinson Tracy Pirkle Wayne & Chris Mize
Prayer Concerns
Lee Allen Bob King
Jake Argauer (Betty O’'Donnell’s cousin) Ruth King

Joyce & Sam Ball (Friend of Nancy Boyce)
Shane Beam (Friend of the Mizes)

Donna Borngraber (Friend of Betty O’'Donnell)
Mark Burton

Cheryl Burke - Forman University (Pakistan)
C. C. for Christ — Marcin K. & Maciek M.
Stuart Clive

Betty Davenport

Tammy Davis (Friend of Nancy Boyce)

The Family of Perry DeLong (Friend of C. Sullivan)
George & Matt Dye (Friends of Bethany)
Suzanne Dye (Friends of Bethany)

Zach Foster

Chris Fuller (Friend of Tommy Pirkle)

Justine Harrison (Friend of Connie Hunt)
Dean Hunt (Billy Hunt’s brother)

Phil Kelly (Friend of Sherill Foster)

Annie King

Paul & Lynn Lewis

Ruth MacEntee (Friend of Nancy Boyce)
Traci Mask (Friend of Jessica Salmon)
David Morris

The Family of Doris Mote

Betty O’Donnell

Charles & Charlene Rape

Jenni Rudasill and Audrey

Jessica Salmon

Debbie Stotz & Family (Friend of Sandi Thompson)
Gail Viau (Dan Commerford’s mother)
Rose Wildbaun (Jim Parney’s sister)
Sharon Zmuda (Betty O’Donnell’s
cousin)

Our College Students

Our Military Men and Women
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Report from Pakistan Missionary, Cheryl Burke

A s | have now been reminded many times, it has been a year since | have written my last
newsletter. Much has happened since then. Some of it has been wonderful and some terri-
ble and some in between. | imagine this is the case with many of you.

From February through July, | was back in the states on furlough and | saw many of you
then. It was a lovely time of renewal and reconnecting. | stayed with my sister and nieces so
got to spend lots of time with them. Due to the generosity of some members of Peachtree, |
was able to travel with my sister to Costa Rica for 9 days. We also went to Universal Studios in
Orlando for a few days. We have been trying over the past few years to do some form of vaca-
tion together each year. We realized several years ago that we had never done that as adults!
It was a wonderful time!

| returned to Pakistan in August. At the end of August, my staff had a birthday party for me
in our back yard. It was a bit more formal than most of my parties here have been and involved
floating lanterns and sparkle candles. | probably should have them plan all of my parties!

Shortly after returning to Pakistan, | found out that my sister had been diagnosed with
breast cancer. Thanks to the generosity of my boss and the fact that | could count on my staff
to do what needed to be done, | was able to return to the states at the end of September to be
with my sister after her surgery and during her recovery. She is doing really well now and has
been told she is cancer free. We thank God daily for that gift.

| returned to Pakistan again at the end of October. It was an odd year in that | was here for
such a small amount of time but things happened while
| was gone as well. We have built and opened a new
school on campus for the children of our lower paid
staff. It is a wonderful school and they are so incredibly
grateful for it. It is right behind my house and, during
the months of November and December, | got dressed
every morning to the sound of them practicing their
songs for the Christmas program. It was probably the
best primary grade Christmas program | have ever
seen.

We also opened a day care center for our faculty, staff and students’ children. So, we now
have students on our campus from birth to class five and from class 11 through PhD. The
school classes will go up a grade level each year until they are through class 10. We are plan-
ning to build a second floor onto the school as soon as funds are available.

In November, we had many guests from the US come to see Forman and Pakistan. It is al-
ways a joy to have new visitors and to watch them fall in love with this place and these people
as | have. It was fun to have my friend, Marilyn, from the Outreach Foundation, come. She was
here many years ago so, showing off a bit with all the new things we are doing and our new
buildings was really special.

In early December, one of our Muslim faculty members came

1 up with the idea of buying Christmas gifts for each of the children
l in the school and spearheaded a campaign to do that. My staff
contributed by wrapping the gifts. They were in the office wrap-
ping until 1 am the night before the gifts were to be given. We
successfully wrapped and distributed 184 gifts to the children in
the school. In addition, a local company gave new items of cloth-
ing to them. As these are children from very poor families, the
whole thing was fun for all of us!

(Conti nueéyd
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| spent the Christmas season here in Pakistan and spent the winter break going to wed-
dings. | had 15 wedding events to attend in two weeks. Needless to say, | did not make it to all
of them. December is wedding season here as the weather is not so hot and people have some
vacation time. The wedding that | enjoyed the most was one of my American friends who
married a Pakistani language teacher at the beginning of January. Her guests were a mix of
foreigners and Pakistanis and it was so much fun to see how happy she is and to celebrate that
time with her.

My New Year started off with great joy at my friend’s wedding but, about two weeks later, |
received the terrible news that my dear friend and roommate prior to coming to Pakistan, Ruth
Montgomery passed away suddenly. It is hard to be so far away when something like that hap-
pens but our friends and my family reached out to make sure | didn’t have to deal with it alone.
In addition, Ruth was a friend of the Presbyterian Education Board as she had come for training
a couple of times and had continued to keep in touch with them over the years. | was able to
spend time with them the afternoon after | found out and we were able to pray together and tell
Ruth stories. | would appreciate prayers for Ruth’s friends and family as we come to grips with
this sudden and heartbreaking loss.

With everything happening in the states both joyful and difficult, this has been a season of
real questioning for me. To be honest, when | went home to be with my sister, | really ques-
tioned whether or not | should be so far away. | love it here and there are still many things to do
but it does pull at you when these things happen. God, in His great grace has answered that
question both through calming my heart and through showing me that it is not just SOMEONE
that He needs here but that, for now, He needs me to be here. My precious friend, Ruth, told
me that once upon a time when | really needed to hear it. God has used others to say it again.

Thank you for your patience with my horrible correspondence skills. Please know that |
don’t take your prayers for granted and that | think often of those who support me in the States.
Thank you for all you have done for me through prayer, correspondence and financial support.
There are really amazing things going on here and you are a huge part of all of it!!

Blessings, Cheryl

PS: Just before sending this letter, the attack on the University in Peshawar occurred. | am just
now getting a chance to add a note saying that we are fine and, other than continuing to im-
prove our security in any way we can and paying attention to what is going on, we are living our
lives as usual. | will send an update on that and the many great things that are happening here
in the next newsletter (Which will be sent in 2016... promise!)

Edi tors Not e: Some of this newslletter

RELP\I)%"S al | | N o)

| lie down and sleep; | wake again,
: because theLORD sustains me.

Psal m@3: 5
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EASTER LILIES

Easter Lilies at Bethany are such a great tra-
dition. We are offered the opportunity to
beautify our church at Easter by placing a
gorgeous Easter lily in honor or in memory of
someone. This year we will be able to pur-
chase our lilies for a cost of $6.50 each.
These lilies are not only beautiful to see, the
fragrance is wonderful and the meaning be-
hind them is a reminder of those special to
us.

Mak heck
payatf}ee t}éourBect:th?y \\\\‘M\///

Presbyterian and desig-
nate it for “Easter Lily”
in the memo.

The deadline to
order is March 13.

You may take them
home after the 11:00am
Easter worship service.

Help Thornwell Home
through Box Tops for Education &
Campbell’s Labels for Education

Here’s how you can help Thornwell get items they
can use for the children in their care! Simply cut the

il

Bring these box tops or labels to church and place
them in the collection box in the fellowship hall.
Each label is worth $0.10 for Thornwell. See Car-
olyn Sullivan for more information.

You can find Box Tops on the following brands:
General Mills cereals, Ziploc, Betty Crocker, Pro-
gresso, Pillsbury, Hefty, Land O’Lakes, Old El Paso,
Kleenex, and Scott products to name a few.

Look for Labels for Education on these products:
Campbell’'s Soups, V8, Pace, Bic, Pepperidge
Farm, Prego, and Swanson.
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