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M any of you may have heard by now that our pastor, Rev. Daniel Commerford, has accepted a call in Florida.  We wish him, Ra-
chel, and Hannah all the best in their new church home.  Now our Ses-
sion will begin the process of deciding how we will find another pastor.   
 First, it is the responsibility of the Bethany Session to secure a sup-
ply pastor to fill the pulpit each Sunday and fill other pastoral needs that 
might come up.  This is done by working with someone from the Pres-
bytery of Greater Atlanta to determine who is available.  This could be a 
retired minister, a staff person who has time to preach each Sunday, a 
minister who may be doing graduate work at seminary or college, etc.  
The Session can secure someone on a Sunday by Sunday arrange-
ment or a minister can be called by the Session as our interim.  The 
Presbytery provides guidelines about the duties interims perform and 
the amount of hours for which they may be contracted.   
 Our Clerk of Session, Sandi Thompson, is currently working with 
Presbytery and has secured supply preaching through August with Rev. 
Dr. Stuart Leyden.  Dr. Leyden and his wife, Donna, live at the Parc in 
Suwanee.  They have 12 grandchildren spread from Texas to North 
Carolina, to Kansas, to Wisconsin and Georgia. Dr. Leydenôs last full-
time pastoral position was in Roseville, California.  In retirement he 
taught Religion at a branch of the University of South Carolina and 
served as stated supply at Trinity Presbyterian Church in Cherokee 
County.  For recreation he plays tennis 3 times a week.  We appreciate 
Dr. Leydenôs willingness to help us during this time.   
 The next step will be for the Session to decide if we will call a full-
time or part-time pastor and then call a congregational meeting to elect 
a Search/Pulpit Committee.  The committee is elected by the congrega-
tion and normally consists of three to five members.  It should be repre-
sentative of the congregation.  The Session will recommend  to the con-
gregation the number on the committee and the other guidelines to fol-
low.  Once this committee is elected, they will elect a chairman and 
meet with someone from the Presbytery.  This will be a time to share 
procedures to follow, who may be available, and how to begin the 
search.  Presbytery is there to assist the committee as needed.  
 The search committee will call, visit churches, interview, etc., as 
needed to find a pastor for Bethany.  Once they have found someone, 
reviewed the terms of call and determined the person is receptive to a 
call from Bethany, the Session will call another congregational meeting 
to hear a report from the search committee.  This report will be to ex-
tend a call to the person, terms of call, and the date to be effective.  The 
congregation will vote on the committeeôs recommendation.  If ap-
proved, Bethany will have another pastor. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Session Summary                   Clerk of Session Sandi Thompson 

T he regular monthly meeting of the Bethany Session was opened with prayer by Reverend Joy Fisher at 12:40 pm in the Fellowship Hall (after sharing a lunch together) and a quorum was de-
clared present.  Due to the recent resignation of our Pastor, Rev. Dan Commerford, the Session meet-
ing was moved from June 21 to this date. 
 Chris Mize read from Ezekiel 9:9 and Nehemiah 4:14b about Godôs faithfulness in all things, His 
promise to be with us always, and beside us in all challenges.  It is a time to build a ñnew Templeò at 
Bethany and all are encouraged to face this challenge together with Godôs help. 
 Stuart presented and pointed out several items on the May financial report as Annie was on vaca-
tion.  Expenses continue to be more than income. 
 The prayer list was reviewed and Carolyn Sullivan led us in prayer for all in the congregation. 
 The Session discussed options for our future with regard to pulpit supply and an interim pastor.  
After much discussion, it was decided to attempt to fill the pulpit with a supply minister through August 
and then hire a part-time interim pastor.  Rev. Fisher has provided several names and Sandi Thomp-
son has contacted them all with only one response to date who can fill the pulpit the next three Sun-
days.  Sandi will continue to obtain ongoing pulpit supply.  The part-time interim pastor relationship is in 
the form of a contract and there are guidelines from Presbytery on the duties covered in various part-
time contracts (20-25 hours, 14-19 hours, etc.).   
 The need for our new Elders to have orientation and education was discussed.  There was a dis-
cussion about new information from the Elder Nominating Committee.  A motion was made and ap-
proved to increase the total number of Elders serving from 8 to 9.  A Congregational Meeting will be 
called for July 3 to approve these changes.   
 The Docket and minutes, pending any corrections that need to be made, were approved. 
 
Ministry Team Highlights 

¶ Two new rocking chairs have been placed in the nursery. 

 

¶ The fellowship hall floors have been cleaned in preparation for the barbecue.  The Session dis-
cussed distributing a flyer in the community about the barbecue. 

 

¶ Donald suggested planting a pumpkin patch in the field beside the church and a community garden 
in the spring called the Will and Katie Mae Reed Garden.  A motion was made and approved giving 
the pumpkins free to the community.  All felt this was a good idea to make our presence more 
known in the community. 

 

¶ A July 4th Barbecue meeting will be held on June 21, at 6:30 pm. 

 

¶ Only one youth has applied to date for the college scholarship.   

 

¶ In light of recent events, Stuart will work with each Elder to update their sections of the operating 
procedures.   All other portions of the operating procedures will be reviewed at a later date.   

 

¶ Joanna Reesman will have a report by August about new choir robes. 

 

¶ Old/New Business ð A motion was made and approved for Paul Lewis to become our 
Web/Facebook administrator.  Thank you Paul! 

 
The next regular Session meeting is scheduled for August 16, at 6:30 pm.  Joanne Hooper will have 
the devotional. The meeting was closed in prayer by Rev. Fisher at 2:25 pm. 
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A  Called Session meeting was held in the Church office.  It was called to order with prayer at 8:32am by Rev.  Daniel Commerford.  A quorum was declared present.  Presentð Rev. Dan Com-
merford, Moderator; Elders Stuart Clive, Joanne Hooper, Joe Lewis, Dennis Mills, Donald Smith, Car-
olyn Sullivan and Sandi Thompson; ExcusedðJessica Robinson and Tracy Pirkle; Guestð Rev. Joy 
Fisher. 
 The purpose of the meeting was to receive information from Rev. Commerford regarding a change 
in his Terms of Call. 
 Rev. Commerford tendered his letter of resignation as Pastor of Bethany Presbyterian Church ef-
fective June 26, 2016 having accepted a call to another church in Florida.  After some discussion about 
other details, Rev. Commerford left the meeting and Rev. Joy Fisher moderated the rest of the meeting. 
 After further discussion it was moved and the Session approved to accept Rev. Commerfordôs res-
ignation effective July 5, 2016 (giving 30 days) and to be relieved of duties on June 5, 2016.  Rev. 
Commerford returned to the meeting and was informed of the decision by the Session. 
 Rev. Fisher agreed to moderate the Session Meeting scheduled for June 21, 2016.  The Session 
will discuss the next steps in the process of filling the pulpit in the future.  Sandi Thompson and Chris 
Mize will work together to have preachers lined up for the next few weeks. 
  The meeting was closed in prayer by Rev. Commerford at 9:35 am.    
 
 
 

A  Congregational Meeting was called to order on Sunday, June 26, by Rev. Stuart Leyden (a quor-um was present) at 11:52 am in the sanctuary.  Rev. Leyden opened the meeting with prayer.  The 
Clerk of Session was present to record the business of the meeting. 
 The purpose of the meeting of the congregation was to approve the dissolution of the pastoral rela-
tionship between Rev. Dan Commerford and the Bethany Presbyterian Church.  There was a motion, a 
second (meeting was opened for discussion and there was none) and approval by the congregation to 
dissolve the pastoral relationship between Rev. Dan Commerford and Bethany Presbyterian Church. 
  There being no further business, a motion was made, seconded and approved to end the meeting.  
The meeting was closed in prayer by Rev. Leyden at 11:58 am. 

Session Summary of Special Meetings          Clerk of Session Sandi Thompson 

 The search committee will keep Presbytery informed of all its activities because the final 
step is for the person to be approved by Presbytery, if not already a member of the Presbytery 
of Greater Atlanta.  The person called as pastor to Bethany becomes a member of the Presby-
tery. 
 One question that is often asked is, does the congregation have a chance to hear the per-
son preach before they are asked to vote on the call, the answer is, not normally.  That is why 
the search committee needs to be representative of the congregation.  As Presbyterians our 
basic guideline has always been, ñwe do things decent and in order.ò  Our Book of Order spells 
out in great detail how we call a minister, decent and in order.   
 God has led Bethany for 173+ years, He will continue to do the right thing for Bethany, and 
our congregation should continue to be guided by the commandments of God in our daily walk 
with Him.  Rev. Dr. Al Myers shared this statement with us the last time we went through this 
process, ñThe task ahead of us is never greater than the power behind us.ò  Please keep our 
church, our members, and the Session in your prayers as we ask God to lead us through this 
process.  
 
Yours In Chris,  
The Bethany Session 

ñFinding a Pastorò (Continued from page 1) 



P a g e  4  B e t h a n y  S p i r i t  

A t the June Fun Seekers meeting, our guest speakers and program presenters were from the New-ton County Sheriffôs Office.  We all enjoyed them and learned some things about keeping safe in 
our homes and community.   

 After the presentation, they asked if our church would partner with them in collecting school supplies 
for kids who need a little extra help in getting started back to school.  Many children donôt have the basic 
things they need and we said we could help.  This is the fifth year this ñBack To Schoolò program has 
been in place and they have a goal of 5000 backpacks filled with school supplies.  Last year they were 
able to supply 4000 filled backpacks and the need has increased from that. 

We have a collection box in the fellowship hall to receive donations of any of the items listed below that 

you can help with.  

 We will be collecting through July 17. 

 Thanks for anything you can do to help our kids!    

Mission and Outreach Ministry Team                        Elder Carolyn Sullivan 

Itôs official - Vacation Bible School was a hit!!! I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone 
who pitched in to make it a huge success again this year.  Kelly Lewis and Shannon Henderson did a 
wonderful job with all of the coordination and planning needed to make it happen while all of the many 
volunteers worked hard all week with activities and lessons for the students.  It would not have been 
possible without you!  We are already thinking about fresh ideas and themes for next year, and I am 
sure VBS 2017 will be here before we know it.  Thanks, again!  (Take a look at the pictures on page 5!) 

Christian Discipleship Ministry Team                            Elder Dennis Mills 
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The Fourth of July Barbecue has been a tradition at Bethany 
since the early 1930's.  There are a lot of preparations needed 
for this event and it takes a lot of people to do it.  The men of 
the church always stay up all night and do the cooking, and so 
many others work hard with everything else!  The cooking will 
begin at approximately 8:00pm on July 3 and continue all night 
until 12:00 noon on July 4.  
 The menu will be pork barbecue, stew, slaw, pickles, 
chips, bread, and plenty of cold drinks.  The charge for this ñall 
you can eatò meal is expected to be around $8.00 per person 
and children under six eat free.  This is not a fundraising event, but rather to collect just enough money 
to cover the expense of the meal.  If there are funds collected beyond expenses they will be applied to-
ward special needs through the remainder of the year.  We encourage you to invite your friends, rela-
tives, and neighbors to join us! 
 
Mark your calendar for our Back to School Family Night Supper on Sunday July 24, at 6:00pm. After 
the meal we will have fun activities like corn hole, horse shoes, volleyball, ping-pong, etc.  Make a point 
to come out and enjoy this evening with your church family! 

Hospitality Ministry Team                 Elder Joanne Hooper 

W hat a great Fatherôs Day we had at Bethany!  Suzanne Hooper brought us a very uplifting mes-sage that was so appropriate for this celebration.  All of our fathers received a flashlight keychain 
with the message, ñMen Who Walk With God Light The Way.ò  How true this is and how proud we are of 
our men.  Candy bouquets were awarded to Joe Lewis for being the father with the youngest child and 
to Ray Mote for being the father with the oldest child.  
 A big thank you goes to all the people serving in various positions on the worship team this month,  
These include the acolytes, liturgists, greeters, ushers, childrenôs worship leaders and the people who 
open and close our buildings.  Bethany is so blessed to have all these people serving.  Without you, a 
lot of things probably would not get done so well.  Thank you again.  I also want to give a special thank 
you to Carolyn Peters, Carolyn Sullivan and Lawson Hooper for all the help with communion prepara-
tions.  If any of you feel led to sign up for any of the important jobs in our church, please get in touch 
with me or any Session member.   
 Looking forward to the barbecue on July 4!  Come celebrate and bring some friends! 

Worship Ministry Team                   Elder Chris Mize 

Surf 

Shack  

VBS  

2016  
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Prayer Concerns 

Jake Argauer (Betty OôDonnellôs cousin) 
Alan Arrington (Connie Huntôs cousin) 
Jenny Arlt (Friend of the Hunts) 
Joyce & Sam Ball (Friend of Nancy Boyce) 
Shane Beam (Friend of the Mizes) 
Penny Britt (Friend of Rae Cook) 
Sandra Johnson Brun (Friend of the Cooks) 
Caitlin Bubige (Friend of Betty OôDonnell) 
Mark Burton 
Cheryl Burke  - Forman University (Pakistan) 
Evelyn Capes 
C. C. for Christ ï Marcin K. & Maciek M. 
Bill Cook  
Zach Foster 
Dean Hunt (Billy Huntôs brother) 
Bill & Vickie Johnson (Nancy Boyce) 
Bob King 
Garrison King (ñBethanyò boy scout) 
Ruth King 

Hannie Lanclos (Friend of Nancy Boyce) 
Bill Landell Jr. (Friend of the Wagners) 
Clarence Lawrence (Nancy Boyce 
Paul & Lynn Lewis 
Joseph & Doris Lucas (Nancy Boyce) 
Ruth MacEntee  (Friend of Nancy Boyce) 
Traci Mask (Friend of Jessica Salmon) 
Beth Milliken (Nancy Boyce) 
Jane & Bill Moore (Nancy Boyceôs family) 
Richard Robinson (Nancy Boyce 
Larry Shoemate (Terry King & Carolyn Sullivan) 
Joe Starr 
Tiffany Wagner (The Wagnerôs granddaughter) 
Polly Wagner (The Wagnerôs daughter) 
Rose Wildbaun (Jim Parneyôs sister) 
Sharon Zmuda (Betty OôDonnellôs 
cousin) 
Our College Students  
Our Military Men and Women 

Monthly Volunteers 

 July 3 July 10 July 17 July 24 July 31 

Childrenôs 

Worship 
Tina Douglas Adrianne Mote Barbara Smith Suzanne Hooper Terri Quackenbush 

Acolytes 
Jordan McCullough 

Cooper Salmon 

Jordan McCullough 

Cooper Salmon 

Jordan McCullough 

Cooper Salmon 

Jordan McCullough 

Cooper Salmon 

Jordan McCullough 

Cooper Salmon 

Liturgists Dennis Mills Tommy McFarlin Chris Mize Sandi Thompson Schylar Parris 

Greeters 
Joanne Hooper 
Lawson Hooper 

Joanne Hooper 
Lawson Hooper 

Joanne Hooper 
Lawson Hooper 

Joanne Hooper 
Lawson Hooper 

Joanne Hooper 
Lawson Hooper 

Ushers 

Chris Mize 

Wayne Mize 

Tommy Pirkle 

Bobbie Mote 

Chris Mize 

Wayne Mize 

Tommy Pirkle 

Bobbie Mote 

Chris Mize 

Wayne Mize 

Tommy Pirkle 

Bobbie Mote 

Chris Mize 

Wayne Mize 

Tommy Pirkle 

Bobbie Mote 

Chris Mize 

Wayne Mize 

Tommy Pirkle 

Bobbie Mote 

Open 
Bldg. 

Donald Smith Bill Mote Buddy & Rae Cook Lawson Hooper Men of the Church 

Close 
Bldg. 

Lisa Parris Jessica Robinson Tracy Pirkle Donald Smith 
Wayne & Chris 

Mize 
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July 2016  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat  

   

 

 

 

 

1 

Choir Practice  6:30pm 

 

 

 

2 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

 

 

 

2 

 

 

 

 

3                  

Sunday Schoolñ9:30am 

Morning Worshipñ11:00am 

- Communion  

- Congregational Meeting  to 

   Elect Elders 

 

Lynn Lewis 

Barbara Smith 

4                   

4th of July Barbecue 

12:00pm 

 

Church Office 

Closed 

 

 

Kathryn Burdette 

5 

 

 

 

 

6 

Choir Practice 6:30pm   

 

 

 

7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Margie Sims 

8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9 

 

 

 

 

 

10 

Sunday School  ñ 9:30am 

Morning Worship  ñ 11:00am 

 
 
 

Carolyn Sullivan 

13        

 

 

 

 

 

 

12 

 

 

 

13 

Choir Practice 6:30pm   

 

 

 

 

 

14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16 

 

 

 

 

 

Stuart Clive 

17                   

Sunday School  ñ 9:30am 

Morning Worship ñ 11:00am 
 

 

 

 

Hannah Douglas 

18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19 

NO Session Mtg 

 

20 

Fun Seekers  11:00am 

NO Choir Practice    

 

 

 

 

Bill Foster 

21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tracy Pirkle 

24      

Sunday Schoolñ9:30am 

Morning Worshipñ11:00am 

- Newsletter Deadline 

Family Night Supper with 

Back to School Funñ 6:00pm 

Kidsõ Club Lock In 

 

 

25           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evelyn Capes 

26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

27 

Fun Seekers  11:00am 

NO Choir Practice   

 

 

28 

 

29 

OKB  6:00pmñ8:00pm 

 

 

 

 

30 

Sack Lunch Prep/Delivery 

10:00am 

 

31 

Menõs Breakfast ñ 7:30am 

Café Connection ñ 10:30am 

Sunday School  ñ 9:30am 

Morning Worship  ñ 11:00am 

 
 
 

Jessica Salmon 

      



Bethany Presbyterian Church  
1002 Bethany Road  
Covington, GA  30016  
Phone: 770 -786-1629 
Fax: 770 -786-9676 

E-mail: office@bpccovington.org  
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Calvin Center Fun 
Kelly Lewis 

 

S ummer has been a fun filled adventure for the Kids at Bethany. We started the summer off with Vacation Bible School and then we moved right on into Camp Calvin. 
 Ansley Douglas, Hannah Douglas, Jordan McCullough, Brylie Lewis, Will Quackenbush, Megan 
Quackenbush, and Ryan Mote attended Day Camp at Camp Calvin the week of June 20.  Each 
day they had breakfast, Bible time, craft time, lunch, swimming, games, and a little time to rest. The 
kids did have the opportunity to spend the night on 
Thursday and when picked-up on Friday the first 
question most asked was, ñCan we come back 
next year to the overnight camp?ò So Iôd say they 
all had a great time fellowshipping and drawing 
nearer to God. Thank you all for your support to 
help these children go to camp.  
 Although weôve had a great time this summer, 
the beginning of the school year is just around the 
corner. We have planned to have a lock-in for the 
Kidôs Club on July 24, immediately following the 
Family Night Supper to have one last summer cel-
ebration.  I hope all the kids will plan to attend and 
any adults that would like to help chaperone are 
also welcome! 


