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A s another year comes to close, I’d like to take the opportunity to recognize 
and thank a key group of individuals who contribute so much in time and 

energy to our Bethany family.  In a year that has been marked by transition, 
these individuals have brought consistency and excellence to the operations 
of our church.   
 
Joanna Reesman (Music Director) — Joanna is a native Georgian, having 
grown up in the Lawrenceville area. She is one of two children in the Rees-
man family. She graduated from Mill Creek High School in Gwinnett county. 
Joanna holds the rare distinction of being both a Bulldog and Gator alumna; 
earning her bachelor’s degree from the University of Georgia and recently 
achieving her master’s degree from the University of Florida. We have been 
blessed to have her as our music director for five years of service at Bethany.  
She also is employed by the Newton County School system as an elementary 
school music teacher. In her spare time, Joanna enjoys reading and traveling 
adventures. 
 
Carolyn Peters (Pianist) — Carolyn grew up just down the road in Porter-
dale, Georgia where she began playing the piano at the early age of twelve.   
Over the years, Carolyn has had the opportunity to perform at numerous 
churches throughout the area.  She routinely played at Porterdale Presbyteri-
an until she graduated from high school. Then she went on to serve as the 
pianist at County Line Baptist church for ten years prior to coming to Bethany 
in 1987. We congratulate her as she enters her 30th year of service with us! 
She has touched so many of us with her magical music ministry.   Carolyn has 
also been an active member and has provided a positive leadership role in 
serving as an Elder for numerous terms of service. 
 When she’s not at Bethany, Carolyn is employed in the child care industry 
where she has worked for many years. Carolyn is the proud mother of four 
children and many grandchilren. In her spare time, she enjoys reading and 
cooking. 
 
Annie King (Secretary / Treasurer) — Annie was born in Harpursville, NY to 
a family of three children.  Prior to moving to Georgia, she attended the State 
University of New York at Oneonta. Annie worked for the Eastman Kodiak 
company for eight years prior to coming to Bethany.  She is now in her 16th 
year as our church secretary and has become the resident expert on anything 
you need to know about operational procedures at Bethany.  About three 
years ago, she also assumed the role of church treasurer.  
 Annie has been married to Hal for almost 30 years and is the proud moth-
er of two daughters.  She enjoys camping and all types of puzzles & games. 
 
Trivia questions: Can you match the staff member with the following life ex-
periences?? 
This staff member eloped at the age of eighteen. 
This staff member was a collegiate volleyball player. 
This staff member has been on two European excursions. 
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Session Summary                     Clerk of Session Chris Mize 

T he regular monthly meeting of the Bethany Session was held on December 20, 2016.  The meet-
ing was called to order by Rev. Dr. Al Myers at 6:40pm in the church office.  A quorum was pre-
sent. 

 Chis Mize led the devotion from Jeremiah 29:11, “For I know the plans I have for you, says the 
Lord.  They are plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope.”  The devotion fo-
cused on how all of us often make “lists” as we plan our lives, especially at this time of year.  These 
lists keep us focused on what we need to accomplish.  The real list we should all be concerned with is 
“God’s list.” This would keep our focus on the things God wants us to do in our lives to honor him and 
serve him better.  Chris closed this time with prayer. 
 The financial report was distributed by Annie King.  A corrected page 1 for the October financial re-
port was distributed.  The November report ended with Bethany having met all obligations without go-
ing over budget.   
 Dr. Myers expressed some concern about Bethany not giving any support to the Greater Atlanta 
Presbytery.  He also reported on the activities sponsored by the Presbytery in which the church might 
want to participate.  These dates can be found in the Greater Atlanta Presbytery Newsletter.  The next 
Presbytery meeting will be held jointly with the Cherokee Presbytery at Trinity Presbyterian Church on 
February 4, 2017 at 10:00am. 
 Dr. Myers also expressed ideas for the Order of Worship on Sundays. 
 As Sandi Thompson was not present, it was voted that Chris Mize be elected to serve as Clerk for 
this session meeting. Items discussed / acted on include: 

 The Docket was approved. 

 The current active membership remains at 121.  

 The minutes from the Annual Meeting of the Corporation held on December 18, 2016 were ap-
proved. 

 Dr. Myers is meeting with one of our young people regarding becoming an active member 

 The Session appointed Stuart Clive (Chair) and Joe Lewis to serve on the Elder Nominating 
Committee.  Three congregation members need to be elected to serve consisting of two women 
and one youth.  This election will take place on January 22.  Rev. Dr. Bill Herndon will be asked 
to moderate this meeting. 

 The commissioners for the next Presbytery meeting in February will be Tracy Pirkle and Stuart 
Clive.    

 Dr. Herndon will be the Pulpit Supply for the month of January and most of February. 

 Dr. Myers will be Pulpit Supply on February 5, 2016 and then March 1 through Easter 2017. 
 
Ministry Teams Highlights 
 

 All updates to the Bethany Operating Procedures have been made. 

 

 Annual Performance Review forms are being distributed.  This is a review of the three staff employ-
ees at Bethany — Secretary, Choir Director and Pianist. 

 

 Christmas Eve Service is set with the Youth preforming a short musical.   
 

 The budget for 2017 was approved. This budget is based on having an Interim Pastor in place by 
July 2017.    

 

 The Session approved a request to allow the Boy Scouts to take part in a worship service one Sun-
day in February.  Plans will be finalized regarding which Sunday and exactly what portions of the 
service the Scouts will participate in. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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 More investigation will be done before a decision will be made about trash pick-up at the church 
when the county closes the community recycling centers.   

 

 It was requested that updates for the Prayer List be given to Annie on a regular basis so she can 
keep the Prayer List current. 

 

 Tracy Pirkle will review the current active membership and present any updates to the Session. 

 

 Stuart Clive will be provide the cover article for the “Bethany Spirit” in January.  Chandler Salmon 
will write the cover article for the February issue. 

 

 Morning announcements will be made by the following Elders when Sandi is away:  January 8 – 
Stuart Clive:  January 22 – Tracy Pirkle:  January 29 – Chris Mize. 

 

 The Ad Hoc Committee will meet on January 10, 2017 at 6:30pm in the church office.  Committee 
members are:  Stuart Clive, Sandi Thompson, Joe Lewis, Barbara Smith, Lawson Hooper, Barbara 
Lawson, Tommy McFarlin and Cathy Cowan  

 
The next regular meeting of the Session will be  January 17, 2017 and Bill Mote will have the devotion. 
The meeting was closed with prayer.  

Session Summary (Continued from page 2) 

H appy New Year to everyone!  We had a wonderful Christmas Eve Service.  The church looked 
beautiful with the luminaries outside and the decorations and poinsettias inside.  I’d like to thank 

all those who played a part it bringing this all together. Thank you to:  

 The Boy Scouts for helping prepare the luminaries and to everyone who helped place and light 
them on Christmas Eve.  Everything went so smoothly with all the helping hands. 

 The Kids Club who did a fantastic job performing "One Starry Night."  And to Kelly Lewis and Tina 
Douglas for putting all this together and those who worked behind the scenes on the set and cos-
tumes.   

 The choir for the beautiful music and to Rev. Dr. Myers for the moving message he delivered.   

 To all our members who served by reading and lighting the candles each week during Advent.   
This is such a meaningful part of our worship during Christmas. 

It is my hope that everyone will make a New Year's Resolution to attend our worship services regularly 
and support Bethany throughout the 2017.   

 

Worship Ministry Team                    Elder Chris Mize 



P a g e  4  B e t h a n y  S p i r i t  

January 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat  

1 

Sunday Schoolñ9:30am 
Morning Worshipñ11:00am 
ñ Communion 

 

 

Charlotte Brandenburg 

2 

 

Church Office 

Closed 

 

 

Vanessa Sears 

3 

Boy Scouts  

  7:00pm 

 

 

 

 

4 

 

 

 

 

 

Ryan Mote 

5 

 

 

 

 

 

6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 

 

 

 

 

8                   

Sunday Schoolñ9:30am 
Morning Worshipñ11:00am 
Kids Club / Youth Group  
   2:30-4:00pm 

 

 

 

9                  

Girl Scouts 

  6:00-8:30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

10 

Ad Hoc Committee   

  6:30pm 

Boy Scouts  

  7:00pm 

 

 

 

 

 

11               

Choir Practice   

  6:30pm  

 

12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14 

 

15        

Sunday School  ñ 9:30am 
Morning Worship  ñ 11:00am 
 

 

 

 

Eli Stevens 

16        

 

 

 

 

 

17 

Session Meeting 

  6:30pm 

Boy Scouts  

  7:00pm 

 

 

 

18 

Choir Practice   

 6:30pm  

 

 

 

 

19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joe Lewis 

21 

 

 

 

 

 

Debbie Mote 

Joshua Starr 

22        

Sunday School  ñ 9:30am 
Morning Worship ñ 11:00am 
Congregational Meeting to 
Elect ENC 
Newsletter Deadline 
Kids Club / Youth Group  
   2:30-4:00pm 

 

23 

Girls Scouts 

6:30-8:00pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24 

Boy Scouts  

  7:00pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sarah Swope 

25 

Fun Seekers 

  11:00am 

Choir Practice   

 6:30pm  

26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Burton 

28 

Sack Lunch Prep & 

Delivery 

  10:00am 

 

Hinton Reunion  

  11:00amñ2:00pm 

 

 

 

29                        

Menõs Breakfast ñ 7:30am 
Sunday School  ñ 9:30am 
Café Connection ñ 10:30am 
Morning Worship ñ 11:00am 
 

 

 

 

Cody Parris 

30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mike Adams 

31 

Boy Scouts  

  7:00pm 
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Prayer Concerns 

Monthly Volunteers 

 January 1 January 8 January 15 January 22 January 29 

Children’s 

Worship 
Adrianne Mote Barbara Smith Terri Quackenbush Jessica Salmon Tina Douglas 

Liturgists Stuart Clive Barbara Smith Dennis Mills Tommy McFarlin Sandi Thompson 

Greeters 
Bobbie Mote 

Ricky Mote 

Bobbie Mote 

Ricky Mote 

Bobbie Mote 

Ricky Mote 

Bobbie Mote 

Ricky Mote 

Bobbie Mote 

Ricky Mote 

Ushers 

Joanne Hooper 

Lawson Hooper 

S. Henderson 

B. Douglas 

Joanne Hooper 

Lawson Hooper 

S. Henderson 

B. Douglas 

Joanne Hooper 

Lawson Hooper 

S. Henderson 

B. Douglas 

Joanne Hooper 

Lawson Hooper 

S. Henderson 

B. Douglas 

Joanne Hooper 

Lawson Hooper 

S. Henderson 

B. Douglas 

Open Bldg. Donald Smith Bill Mote Buddy & Rae Cook Lawson Hooper Donald Smith 

Close Bldg. Lisa Parris Jessica Robinson Tracy Pirkle Donald Smith 
Wayne & Chris 

Mize 

Jane Asbel (Wagner) 
Joyce & Sam Ball (Boyce) 
Shane Beam (Mize) 
Caitlin Burbige (O’Donnell) 
Cheryl Burke - Forman University (Pakistan) 
C. C. for Christ – Marcin K. & Maciek M. 
Jeff Clive (Clive) 
Helen Coggin 
Clyde Cook (Buddy Cook) 
Jenzy Cook (Buddy Cook) 
Zach Foster 
Bill & Margaret Frisbee (Boyce) 
June Gaines (Cook) 
Terrie Greer (Douglas) 
Kathleen Hooper 
Alan Jones (Wagner) 
Dillon Large (Wagner) 
Clarence Lawrence (Boyce) 

Lynn Lewis 
Ruth MacEntee  (Boyce) 
Beth Milliken (Boyce) 
Jane & Bill Moore (Boyce) 
Bill Mote 
Christian Parsons (O’Donnell) 
Larry Shoemate (King/Sullivan) 
Bill Smith (Pirkle) 
Joe Starr 
Charlotte Sweeten 
Brycen & Brenlee Wadsworth (Tommy Pirkle) 
Polly Wagner (Wagner) 
Lynn Waters 
Our Homebound 
Our College Students  
Our Military Men and Women 

We need your help to keep our prayer list current.  Prayer requests will remain on the list for 4 weeks.  
They may be added back on the list by request.  You may make requests / updates by submitting a 
blue pew card, calling the office (770-786-1629) or by emailing (office@bpccovington.org).  Thank you! 



Bethany Presbyterian Church 
1002 Bethany Road 

Covington, GA  30016 
Phone: 770-786-1629 

Fax: 770-786-9676 
E-mail: office@bpccovington.org 
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You crown the year with Your goodness 

              and Your paths drip abundance. 
             Psalm 65:11 

Hˉp˞ʦ 
   Nˏʤ Yeˉʞ 

Resolution Ideas 

This year resolve to: 

1. Remain faithful to Christ. 

2. Do all that you do for the 
glory of God.  

3. Make church & worship a 
priority. 

4. Speak about others in truth 
and love. 

5. Be content with what you 
have. 

6. Serve others more and self 
less, practice charity. 

7. Honor your commitments. 

8. Take care of your body. 

9. Carve out a time to pray 
each day. 

10. Count your blessings and 
be thankful. 


