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WHY DO WE GO TO CHURCH? 
Submitted by: Elder Tracy Pirkle 

 

T wo men were talking when one said to the other, "I don't think I need to 
go to church anymore.  I've been going for 30 years.  I've listened to 

something like 3,000 sermons, but for the life of me, I can't recall a single one 
of them".  The other thought about this for a minute and then replied, "I've 
been married for 30 years now.  In that time my wife has cooked some 32,000 
meals, but for the life of me, I cannot recall the entire menu for a single one 
of these meals.  However I do know this, they all nourished me and gave me 
the strength I needed to do my work.  If my wife had not given me these 
meals, I would be physically dead today.  Likewise, if I had not gone to church 
for, if I had not gone to church for nourishment, I would be spiritually dead 
today!" 
It seems these days that we are hearing more and more about churches hav-
ing financial difficulties and low attendance.  I don't know about you, but this 
really weighs heavy on me.  I was very fortunate to grow up in a home where 
we went to Sunday school and church every week.  I just thought that that's 
what everyone did.  As I grew older I realized that's not the way it is for every-
one.  But why do we go to church, is it really necessary?  Can we just watch, 
church on the television, or just go every once in a while? 
 
 There are many reasons that we go to church, and here are just a few to 
explain why church is so important.  We go to glorify God.  We are one body, 
drawn together by God, to be a people of God, who live for God and to show 
our unity.  When we do this we are corporately witnessing, we are repenting, 
we are worshipping and we are teaching.  By doing this we are testifying to 
God's greatness.  We disciple others through life together.  We serve, teach 
and encourage not just one another, but the world around us. 
Yes, coming to church for Sunday service does make us feel joyful and hope-
ful, but this should not be the only reason that we come.  We should come 
realizing that God has united us and wants us to live life together to be effec-
tive witnesses to others.  We as Christians were made to be in fellowship with 
one another. 
Ephesians 4:16 says "we are knit together, supporting one another in order to 
grow the body and build itself up in love so that each part does its work.". 
When we attend church regularly we begin to realize that Christ is the head of 

(Continued on page 2) 



 

the church,  and he has given every person special gifts.  We are commanded to recognize these gifts 
and use them to complete the body of Christ, the Church.  When we are obedient, each person fulfills 
their purpose and the body grows.  By coming together as a church, community outreach begins. We 
become disciples living life together and spreading the Gospel.  Being part of this community of believ-
ers also causes us, the children of God, to grow as individuals. 
With Christ as the head of our church, Christians have a solid foundation and leader to follow and 
strive to be like every day.  We gather so that we can be like Christ.  We gather because we get to en-
joy this relationship with God.  See you all Sunday! 
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“What a great July 4th BBQ “ 
Thanks to all that made it possible again this year. 

It brings to my mind a lesson I had written a while back and thought it’d be a good time to share it again.  

 That evening the disciples came to him and said, “This is a remote place, and it’s already getting late. Send the 
 crowds away so they can go to the villages and buy food for themselves.” But Jesus said, “That  isn’t neces-
 sary—you feed them.” “But we have only five loaves of bread and two fish!” they answered. “Bring them here,” 
 he said. Then he told the people to sit down on the grass. Jesus took the five loaves and two fish, looked up         
 towards heaven, and blessed them. Then, breaking the loaves into pieces, he gave the bread to the disciples, 
 who  distributed it to the people. They all ate as much as they wanted, and  afterward, the disciples picked up 
 twelve baskets of leftovers.  About 5,000 men were fed that day, in addition to all the women and children! 

                Matthew 14 15-21 

July 4 2007  

Just imagine 9:30 the morning of our biggest event of the year. The night crew has thinned out some for a quick nap 
and shower. The morning crew getting cranked up making the stew. Ingredients were being added, chicken, pork, 
potatoes, onions , mmmm good that’s what I’m thinking. A little after 10 everything is warming up and its about time 
for a taste test. I sample the first pot, oh yeah. Second pot as I got the spoon close, it hit me that smell. Uh Oh.  
Somethings not right, I summoned Donald, check that pot. Oh my. The chicken had spoiled. Near panic. An hour and 
half till noon to serve 250 people.  We put our heads together and decided if everyone that had stew in the freezer at 
home, we’d get that and that would have to do. It might have 10 to 12 gallons we came up with. Usually there is 
about 30 gallons or so. We couldn’t believe it, we served over 200 that day . Reminds me of the the above scripture , 
no doubt. Just put it in Gods Hands and he will provide .  

There was a member there that day , Mark Burton . Paramedic , Trauma nurse , flight medic who flew the world and 
was on the Red Cross disaster team for many years . Later he told me “ Ive been on many bad accidents and disasters 
in my years working , but I’ve never witnessed what I witnessed this morning. A virtual disaster with the stew, but in 
about 10 minutes a few members came together, made a plan and carried it out . That is called team work. 

“Two are better than one because they have a good return for their labor. For if either of them falls,                             
the one will lift up his companion. But woe to the one who falls when there is not another to lift him up.” 

                                                                                                                                                         Ecclesiastes 4:9-10  

Another example comes from Christmas Eve this past year. The pastor asked folks to assist Brandon and crew packing 
up the luminaires. Brandon walked in the fellowship hall to about a dozen people diligently working on this. Almost 
finished when he arrived. Teamwork.  

There’s lots of things that have happened this year that could discourage some as a team but we should be             
encouraged that God is opening doors for new things in our future .  We must remain open to His will in our lives and 
church.  

Romans 8:28 tells us  “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been 
called according to his purpose.” 

Pray for Our Session in the next year. Pray for each other and pray for this church. Be open to God’s will here, talk to 
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Thank you for all the prayers and the cards that were sent our way. They 
were really felt even within the first night when Kylie was admitted into 

the PICU department at Augusta Children’s Hospital. We are very blessed 
to have such a wonderful, praying family here at Bethany. 

 
                                                    Brandon & Tina Douglas 

A Great Big Thank You! 
 

What a surprise to hear Lanier announce during the worship service on July 14th that after 
the benediction there would be a reception honoring Al Myers.  That was a well-kept, but 
appreciated, secret!   

I am grateful to each one who planned this affair, prepared the good-
ies and honored me with the gift from the congregation.  It has been a 
joy to be associated with the Bethany congregation off and on over 
these last several decades.  You all are a wonderful family of God; and 
my prayer is that our Lord will continue to bless you as you serve him 
here in this part of his Kingdom and in the world beyond. 

Again thank you for your friendship and for this special occasion on 
the 14th. 

Al 

your Elders about concerns so that we can do Gods will here at Bethany. 

Lord, we need your encouragement in a time of trial and anguish. Thank you that you are always on the throne,  
always our God, ready to save. Thank you for being the same God to us that you were to David. Thank you for always 
being near and always rescuing us from our fears and hurts. Lord, help us remember that daybreak might be just 
ahead, that this trial will not last forever. Fill us with hope that daybreak is coming and that your love will always 
prevail! 

In Jesus’ Name, Amen! 
Submitted by Lanier Mote 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  1 2 

 

 

 

 

 

John Hunt 

3 

 

 

 

 

 

Carolyn Peters 

4 

Sunday Schoolñ9:30am 

Morning Worshipñ11:00am 

 

Back to School Ice Cream 

Social  @ 2:30pm 

 

Monica Droba 

5 6 

 

7 

Choir Practice 

   6:30pm    

 

 

 

 

8 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Skipper Stevens 

10 

11         

Sunday School ñ 9:30am 

Morning Worship  ñ 11:00am 

 

 

 

12 

 

13 

Boy Scouts 7:00pm 

Session Meeting  @  

  7:00pm 

 

 

 

14 

 Choir Practice 

   6:30pm    

 

 

 

 

15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16 

 

17 

18    
Sunday School ñ 9:30am  
Morning Worship ñ 11:00am 
Youth Group  ñ 2:30pm 

 

19 20 

Boy Scouts 7:00pm 

 

 

 

Joanne Hooper 

Will Quakenbush 

21 

Choir Practice   

   6:30pm 

 

 

 

 

22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23 

 

24 

 

 

 

 

 

Chris Mize 

25 

Menõs Breakfast ñ 7:30am 
Sunday School ñ 9:30am  
Café Connections ñ 10:30am 
Morning Worship ñ 11:00am 

ñNewsletter Deadline 

 

 

26 

 

27 

Boy Scouts 7:00pm 

28 

Fun Seekers ñ 11:00am 

Choir Practice 

   6:30pm    

29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Patty McFarlin 

30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adrianne Mote 

31 

Sack Lunch  
Prep/Delivery  ñ 

10:00am 
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tǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ 
 

  August  4 —  Elder Jane Hubbard 
   August 11 — Elder Brandon Douglas 

August 18 — Elder Jane Hubbard 
August 25 — Elder Jane Hubbard 

wŀƭƭȅ 5ŀȅ 
It is almost that time of year again. The time that we RALLY 
together as a church to kick off the new Sunday School year. I 
am not sure what day we will have this on but it will be in the 
bulletin though out the month of August. I am sure we will 
have some kind of breakfast. I hope to see you there!!! 
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Prayer Concerns 

Emmie Adamson (Peters) 
Becky Alexander (Boyce) 

Mary Alice (O’Donnell) 
Jim Asher (R. Cook) 

Joyce & Sam Ball (Boyce) 
Ralph Bell (Boyce) 

Benjamin (Boyce)  
Billy Jo (Boyce) 

Charlotte Bratton (Boyce) 
Cheryl Burke - Forman University (Pakistan) 

Evelyn Capes 
Connie (Boyce) 

Kylie Douglas 
Caleb Ellis (Henderson) 

Jim Fan (Parney) 
Jeff Flowers (Boyce) 
Bill Foster 

Neal (Boyce) 
Bill Foster 

Zach Foster 
Henry Gaddis (W. Mize) 

Joey Hancock (L. Mote) 
Carol Hageman (O’Donnell) 

Hazel (Peters) 
Terry King 

Kim (Boyce) 
Helen Kohler (Boyce) 

Mike Lipscomb (Peters) 
Gayle Marchman (McCullough) 

Maria (Boyce) 
Mary Alice (O’Donnell) 

Grady & Judy McMahan (Boyce) 
Kim McNeal (B. Hunt) 

Malik Flowers (O’Donnell) 
Irene Mize (W. Mize) 

Larry Mize (O’Donnell) 
Jane & Bill Moore (Boyce) 

Ray Mote 
Marcus Phillips (O’Donnell) 

Terry Pratt (Parney) 
Mike & Barbara Rathbun (O’Donnell) 

Schuitema Family (Parney) 
John Spears (Cook) 
Ron & Charlotte Sweeten 

Tammy (Peters) 
Matt Tan (Parney) 

Thomas (Boyce) 
Mitchell Wheeler (Mize) 

Lamar Wilkes (B. Hunt) 
Ava Young (Pirkle) 

Our Church Family  
Our College Students  

Our Military Men and Women 
Our Session  

We need your help to keep our prayer list current.  You may make requests / updates by submitting a 
blue pew card, calling the office (770-786-1629) or by emailing (office@bpccovington.org).  Thank you! 
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Monthly Volunteers 

 August 4 August 11 August 18 August 25 

Liturgists Chris Mize  Bill Foster Ansley Douglas Kendyl Nimmons 

Greeters 
Darryl & Monica   

Droba 
Darryl & Monica    

Droba 
Darryl & Monica   

Droba 
Darryl & Monica   

Droba 

Ushers 

Buddy Cook 

Chris Mize  

Wayne Mize 

Tommy Pirkle 

Buddy Cook 

Chris Mize  

Wayne Mize 

Tommy Pirkle 

Buddy Cook 

Chris Mize  

Wayne Mize 

Tommy Pirkle 

Buddy Cook 

Chris Mize  

Wayne Mize 

Tommy Pirkle 

Open Bldg. Buddy & Rae Cook Bill Mote Lawson Hooper Men of the Church 

Close Bldg. Carolyn Peters Lisa Parris Chris & Wayne Mize Tracy Pirkle 
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Few Ways Help Out Here at Bethany 
 

¶ Box Tops for Education for Thornwell. Please place them in the box in the                                               

Fellowship Hall 

¶ Rinsed tin and aluminum cans to help supplement money needs for the youth 

group. Please contact Nancy (770-787-6509) for collection information. 

 

¶ Please continue to pray for students, teachers, bus drivers, and others in our 

congregation and community throughout the coming year. If you have 

youngsters or staff to add to last year’s list please contact Nancy Boyce. 

 

“And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church;  

and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” 

                                                                                                                               Mathew 16:18 

Why Bethany? 
During a recent conversation with my godson, he asked me an interesting question.  He said, “Pa Pa, why do like to go to 
church at Bethany and why have you been going there so long?”   My first response was that I just love the people at 
Bethany. But as I began to think more, I realized that my answer to his question went much deeper than just the people.  
Sensing that my young friend had just opened the door for a perfect “life lesson and witnessing opportunity”  with his 
question, I began to describe in detail why it is important for Christians to attend church regularly and why Bethany. 

God did not intend for us to go through life alone.  His Word tells us that wherever two or more are present for worship, 
He will be there as well.  We all know from our personal experience that there is strength in numbers.  The church     
provides an opportunity for enormous strength and power.  The Lord designed the church much like our human bodies, 
with each church member like a human body part that all go together to make up whole.  No one part can function 
effectively alone without the other, but when combined and everything is working together you have a beautiful and 
efficient body.  That is kind of how it works at a church.  Key word is with everyone working together and towards a  
common goal. 

God gave each of us a unique talent and gift.  Attending church gives each of us the opportunity to utilize and develop 
our God given abilities. Church also equips us with knowledge and skills to go out into our community and tell others 
about Jesus Christ and the eternal gift that is available to everyone. 

The church should also be one of our best resources for studying and learning God’s word.  The Bible is our personal 
guide for wisdom and how to best live our lives.   Bethany has been blessed with many individuals that have dedicated 
their lives to studying the Bible and passing along knowledge through Sunday school teaching.  This has gone on for   
generations at Bethany.  

The church should also provide it’s members with a resource where we can go and worship our Savior, a safe haven 
where one can feel the Lord’s presence.  For me , I get a special feeling when I sit in the Bethany sanctuary every time I 
go there.  A sense of peace comes over me and I can truly feel the Lord’s presence.  It’s like no other place for me. 

       Finally, after going through all that explanation . I just tell my young friend the reason I’ve been going to Bethany for 
so long is plain and simple, “ It just makes me feel good.”                                                          Submitted by:  Stuart Clive 
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S ummer is not a good time to have choir practice! Give your 
choir the summer off!! Well, to make a long story short, I  

wasn’t brought up that way. You dedication to service means   
everything! Summer is full of vacations, camps and family outings! 
School is out an we’re having fun and visiting with our families. 
Being dedicated to our service and enjoying the service is part of 
our love to God. Being in the choir is proof of our love. With 
school beginning let’s get back in the routine of Choir, Sunday 
School and Church Services. 

 

If you have any ideas for the choir, let us know! Can 
we sing your favorite song? We want you to enjoy 
yourselves and feel like you are being blessed! If you 
would like to join us, we meet Wednesday at 6:30PM. 
We will welcome everyone who would like to join us! 

Choir News 

Carolyn Peters 

I t’s that time of year again, the time of year when the kids go 

back to school. That means that it is time for us to start youth 

group back up. We plan to kick this year off with an ice cream    

social. The ice cream social will be for not only the kids but the 

teachers and the bus drivers. The date of the ice cream social is 

going to be August 4th.  The dates for our regular youth groups will be August 18th, 

September 1st will be a pool party after church at the Douglas house. We will be    

asking you to bring a lunch for the pool party. There will be 

more dates to come. As usual we will be having our fundraisers which will be            

announced later. We have been very blessed to have all the children that we have in 

our youth group, but I would ask this year that you encourage your kids to bring 

friends with them. We would love to grow this group and spread the word of God 

through the sweet souls of our children. 

òHe gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak. 

Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and 

fall;  but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They 

will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, 

they will walk and not be faint.ó 
                                                   Isaiah 40:29-31 

“Youth 
Group News 

Submitted by  

Brandon     
Douglas 
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Bethany Presbyterian Church 
1002 Bethany Road 

Covington, GA  30016 
Phone: 770-786-1629 

Fax: 770-786-9676 
E-mail: office@bpccovington.org 
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W e have just wrapped up the month of July by providing goodies for the staff at Livingston     
Elementary School. In addition to that, the sack lunches were prepared and distributed in    

Porterdale on the last Saturday….just like al-
ways. 

 It is such a great thing to be involved with 
so many things going on in our own community 
to help make it better for those in need.  The    
Bethany congregation has always been so gen-
erous in supporting all that’s going on…….food 
pantry, homeless shelter and so much more.  
Not only do our folks support these efforts with 
their hard earned money, they give up their 
time and work too.   

Cans for Carolyn:   In honor of Carolyn Sullivan Bethany will sponsor a can 
food drive in September.  If you would like to be part of the organizing 
team please contact me via text (678)575-9205 or email hendersonshan-
non@att.net   


